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the restoration of something like the Long Parliament, 1658 a single chamber with absolute authority, unlimited by any Protector's veto. A curtailment, too, was suggested of parliament's power over the army, as a bid for the support of the army malcontents, and it was proposed to make Fairfax commander-in-chief. When Thurloe, who held every thread of the plot, told Oliver of it, the latter realized at once how grave was the menace. This was to undo all that had been done, and to plunge the land into the wildest anarchy. He issued warrants for the arrest of certain anabaptist leaders, who had been tampering with the soldiery, and changed the guards at certain points so as to prevent collusion. At ten o'clock on the morning of February 4, telling no man of his intention, not even Thurloe, he set out for Westminster, leaving Whitehall by a back door and intending to take a boat. The ice on the river prevented this, so he picked up a common hackney-coach. He reached the House about eleven, and refreshed himself with toast and ale. Then he summoned the judges from Westminster hall and the Commons from St Stephen's to the Lords' chamber.1 Fleetwood met him and would have dissuaded him. " By the living God," said Oliver, " I will dissolve the House."

In his speeches he was apt to pour forth all that had been in his mind for many days, garnished with scriptural memories, so that the rivulet of argument trickled thinly through a jungle of superfluities. But now his thoughts came with the force of a pent-up torrent. He had had " very comfortable expectations " of this parliament. He was Protector not of his own will but at the call of the Humble Petition. " There is ne'er a man within these walls that can say, sir, you sought it, nay, never a man nor woman treading upon English ground. . . . I cannot but say it in the presence of God, in comparison of which all we that are here are like poor creeping ants upon the earth, that I would have been glad as to my own conscience and spirit to have been
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